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e Tl vamere es7ar HERe. 1 vave 4 sToRY T0 TELL
YOU. IT'S ABOUT SOMETUING THAT HAPPENED TO ME.

NBEGNSNMIMI, IN THE YEAR 1990, AIDIHEALLY
WANT TO START RIGHT THERE. BUT IT'S IMPORTANT THAT
TELL YOU ABOUT THE DREAMS 1'D BEEN HAVING
THAT TIME, ABOUT DREAMS OF A CHILD VAMPIRE WITH A
WOMAN'S MIND AND AN ANGEL'S FACE, AND A
OF MY MORTAL FRIEND DAVID TALBOT.

THERE WERE DREAMS ALSO OF MY MORTAL
WINTER SNOW

AMS CAN BE AS REAL AS EVENTS.
ORSO"SEEMEDTDIE AFTERWARDS.

I WAS IN A DARK FRAME OF MIND
;’E"EEJ‘WE“M

OF . T HAD
POWERS WHICH LEFT ME BAFFLED AND
SOMETIMES EVEN FRIGHTENED. I HAD
POWERS WHICH MADE ME SORROWFUL
1 DID NOT ALWAYS UNDERSTAND
ISON FOR IT.

1 WAS ALSO GRIEVING FOR THE
OTHEg IMMORTALS T HAD KNOWN
SCATTEEED FROM OUR LAST GATHERING
FOLLY TO THINK WE VIANTED TO
CREATE A COVEN AGAN. O’E

BY ONE DISAPPEARED wr
THE WORLD, WHICH WAS INM‘ELE-

YOU'LL FIND PRECIOUS
LITTLE HERE ABOUT THE OTHERS.

INDEED, ALMOST NOTHING. THIS
15 MY TALE, FROM START TO FINISH.




SUFFERED FOR WER CRIME. AN EVIL COVEN
OF VAMPIRES IN PARIS SHUT HER OUT INTO THE
BRIGHT LIGHT OF DAY, WHICH BURNT HER TO ASHES.

THIS I5 YMNG DAVID TALBOT OF YEARS
WHEsN HIS HEART l7||7NE 'T BEAT Sg FAST
W




PN Nz
AND OUT OF THE DAPPLED LIGHT
A IT COMES. DAVID, ITS FANGS!
CAN'T YOU SEE THESE FANG:
2 Z)
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] F/LTHY -- ALL DECENCY
B LOST IN HIS MAN/A.




THEN CAME THE PROVOCATIVE MOMENT. HE HAD SEEN THE OLD WOMAN.

HE HUNGERED TO LIE ON TOP OF
OLD FLESH...HE HUNGERED TO PUT
A HAND OVER

| |
it
== ONLY THE ELECTRIC SHIVER |
WHICH HIS HALLUCINATIONS SENT
THROUGH HIS HULKING TORSO
AND CLUMSY ARMS AND LEGS. et

-
1




T )
i FWMTHESTAJES A FANT GURGLING SOUND CANE
i LIPS OF THE CLUMSY KILLER. IT ﬂ.EARED \(




THEN THE CHAIN TORE LOOSE FROM THE ROT-
TEN WOOD, AND HE STEPPED INTO THE ROOM.

7]

TS



HIM._THE SWEAT POLIRED DOWN WIS BODY.

l’uﬁ RAN, HE STOPPED, HE SAW ME BEHIND ]'~~

i

T

FOR BLOCKS WE PLAYED THIS GANE.

AND THEN T WAS AFTER HIM, NOT
BOTHERING TO TOUCH TERRA FIRMA.
77 “=
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BEFORE WE COULD
CRY OUT, T HAD AM.

CRUDE AS A LIZARD WE HAD BEEN, SWALLOWING FLY AFTER FLY. I




| [T wanteo 0 BE MamAN,

DRAUGHT AFTER DRAUGHT FILLED
ME. SUCCULENT, HEAVY CREATURE.

THE DEATH CAME LIKE A FIST IN THE GUT. IFELT THE HEAT,
THE FULLNESS, THE SHEER RADIANCE OF THE LIVING BLOOD...

THE TINY VEINS OF MY FACE. 1 FELT A HOT PRICKLING

5] e 81000 FLOODED My BRAN. I FELT IT ELECTRIFY (1




WAS SHE THINKING AS

SHE SMILED AT ME?

:
:
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/ '/x WAS DRAINING VER.




AND THE THIRST WAS THERE AGAIN.

ACES
RADIANCE OF THE FACE OF GOD?
= E

N\ b 4 A




3 GRAD(MLLYI %ALIZE

WER THE EMPTY SWEEP OF

THAT
BEACH

IN DARKNESS, NIS EYES

ITS THI!
{ WEW FIXED INTENTLY ON

PASSED OVER ME --

CURIOUS SENSATION
AND ONE WHICH I KAD NEVER FELT BEFORE.
ot R

INDEED, SO DISTINCT
WAS THIS FEELING

‘K WAS iANVL
, AND A m\' T/N@llf/@

W)

/a

N

IT FELT AS IF MY LIMBS WERE GROWING
STEADILY

AND
COMPRESSING THE SUBSTANCE WITHIN.
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I SOARED TOWARD ENGLAN!

B THINKING OF MY LAST ENCOUNTER
WITH DAVID TALBOT. 'IT WAS IN :
THE RITKSMUSEUM, N AMSTERDAM.
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PANTINGS.
BELIEVE THAT SUCH
EVER EXISTED, LI
A\ AMSTERDAM Wi
THEM IN REMBRANDT'S
TIME -

IMMORTAL, OF
IRSE.




=

z BEL/EVE THAT REMBRANDT
HIS SOUL TO THE DEVIL
N HE WAS A YOUNG MAN.

ED O MAKE REMBE
MOST FAMOUS PAINTER OF HIS TIME,
AND HE waw.g}gws REMBRANDT'S




rHE FACES REMB?ANW PAIIWEP WERE NOT
SH-AND-BLOOD FACES AT ALL. THEY.
WERE it PONTENANCLS. THEY

WERE VISIONS OF was B
AT HIS OR HER FINEST HOUR, OF WHAT THAT
PERSON STOOD TO BECOME.

-

B BUT NOWHERE 1S THIS SORTUAL EPTH
MD INSIGHT MORE CLEARLY MANIFEST
o7 SeirpoaTars,
1ot 00 vou T HE PANTED 2o e

FINALLY, WHEN HE LAY ON HIS DEATH-
BED AND THE DEVIL paTew ro ZarcH
HIS SOUL, THE ANGELS

CRIEDTO 600 TO /IWERVEN

HIS PORTRAIT
KNOW THE DIVINE IN MAN.”

A

THAT IS MY THEORY OF REMBRANDT AND THOSE FACE:




THE PANTINGS
ORLD. T SAW /Var)//NG IN M; TRAVELS TO SWAY ME IN

AFTERWARDS, T WENT ON A P/AGRIMGE OF SORTS, REVISITNG
OF REMBRANI T COLLI

E W
MY BEL!EF IN REMBRANDT'S GOOD!

il 1 ResoLVED ANEW NEVER
TO BOTHER DAVID AGAN.

) & .

BUT THEN 1 HAD THE DREAM.
TYGER, TYGER...DAVID IN DANGER.... |8







N
\ by (mss" an?)
B % U Bt

I'M GOING.
PLACE. T'VE FIGURE!
AWAY TO END IT,
T THINK.




V. IT SEEMED
" _THE RIGHT THING TO
TELL YOU T WAS GOING,
AND THAT THIS
OUR LA:

E
TONIGHT'S
A FINE NIGHT FOR
DONG IT. 1 THINK

= —
IN HEAT, AS CLAUDIA HAD DIED.
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LESTAT, N |
DON'T 60!, f
| ]
'




| I WANTED TO SAY T WAS

t SORRY. BUT IT WAS TOO
LATE NOW FOR THAT. AND
BESIDES, I THINK HE KNEW,

WE I WAS CERTANLY GOING TO GIVE IT A GOOD TRY.




JONS UPON MILLIONS OF FOSSILS.
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AN MMENSE GRAVEYARD.




THE TRICK WAS TO RISE TO THE VERY L/MII‘DF THE
ATMOSPHERE, INTO THE SUNRY:
7'

TUEN WHEN T LOST CONSCIOUSNE

WOouLD Y'MIHAE DOWN N NE \'EHRIBLE
HEAT, AND MY BODY WOULD

BY THIS FALL UPGI THE DESERT FLOOR.

S EVER STRUCK
THE HARD BED OF SAND.

[L.IT sEmeD LIE A GOOD /DEA AT TiE TIHE. |




THEN THE LIGHT CAME. -

HIGHER AND HIGHER
I WENT PROPELLING

NOISE AS A5
VISION FILLING MY SIGHT.




AND THEN THERE WERE NO WORDS SUDDENLY, AND
NO THOUGHTS. 1 IIMMING W IT.

5. 1 WAS TWISTING, SH/

U¥s

HORRID MINGLED
ROAR, 1 HE/
DISTINCTLY THE
VOICE OF A CHILD.




IT WA AGAN WHEN T AWOKE. ||

AN

NS \‘%

AN

%,

BUT I WAS NOWHERE NEAR DEATH. |

AND THEN T FELT THE SWN COMING AGAIN.




1 WAS WEEPING AS THE GREAT ORANGE
LIGHT SPILLED OVER ALL THE WORLD.

I “«DUE MV /IEAP WAS BuﬂNN&.
THAT IT WOULD EXPLODE, AND THAT
THE Fﬂlﬁ WAS EATNG MY EYES.

WEN I AWOKE THE FOLLOWING
MY MOUTH,

VENING, T
SANUCOVERINGMENMVAGM

EACH GESTURE PULLING AT
THE PAIN AND /NTENSIFYING IT.




T WILLED MYSELF INTO THE
AR AND INTO THE NIGHT.

gl

Z.. ! ‘, —

IT STUNG MY BURNT EYELIDS, AND
SCRAPED AT MY BURNT KNEES.

I TRAVELED GENTL)
HOURS, WILLING MYSELF T¢
DAVID TALBOT": ISE.




T WAS JUST BEFORE
HORNKG IN ENGLAND.







ALMOST SUNRISE
ANYWAY. THEY
HAVE T0 GO. AND

THEY CERTAINLY
WON'T HURT YOu,
DAVID.




WHY YOU OF ALL PEOPLI
WHY YOU N MY DREAMS?

B




I FELT A SUDDEN FLUSH OF EXQUISITE
PAIN N MY CHEEKS AND ON MY FOREHEAD
45 THE LIGHT GREW BRIGHTER. INTEI







IF YOUu
DON'T COME BACK, T'LL BE
i/ T WON'T SPEAK TO
YOU AGAIN, T SWEAR IT!
YOU UNDERSTAND?




OF MY ILLUSIONS
WAS THAT NO ONE.
COULD REALLY

REFUSE
, NOT
KNOWINGLY....
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ﬁn‘{&-.__ .__.....V....u...-a.._---__..._ ’

I HUNTED THE BACK STREETS OF LONDON.

P '_';. - 1

il -
g r s

. S E E - -'" -I:--\f:r;‘i'
e bl

ALL THE E IN THE lr'l""t'?
SEEMED NOT ENOUIGH SUDDENLY.
TIME TO FEED, AGAIN AND AGAIN.

THEY WERE PERELICTS, ALL OF THEM,
LURED INTO THE /CY PARKNESS FROM
P THEIR SHACKS OF TRASH AND CARDBOARD...

: 'h_,_\ -y I
...AND DOOMED, OR SO 1 B\, |
TOLD MYSELF, MOANING L7\
AND FEASTING AMID THE P

STENCH OF RANC/D SWEAT,

" e
Vo W o

0

THERE WAS AN OLDP WOMAN, SHUFFLING ALONG
IN A SOILED COAT, HER FEET BOUND WITH RAGS.
MAD AND G/TTER COLD SHE WAS, AND ALMOST

CERTAIN TO DIE BEFORE MORNING.

SHE HAD A NAME FOR ME AND A GREAT
WARM CLUSTER OF MEMOR/ES, AND
THERE WE WERE DANCING IN THE GUTTER
8| TOGETHER, SHE AND I, AND I HELD HER
| ALONG T/IME IN MY ARMS,

AND T DRANK SLOWLY, OH |
SO SLOWLY, SAVORING IT,
AND FEELING A RUSH ALL
THROUGH MY BURNT SKIN.




CAN'T CLAIM THAT T
REALLY D/D BELIEVE IT.

I WAS PROBABLY PLAYNG
MY USUAL GAMES, 1 DON'T
TELL LIES TO OTHERS --
\__BUT I LIE TO M-

> SELF,




R 51'Am:u WITH ANOTHER
"ING EXPEDITION,
A TR 0 FAR-OFF
BRAZI




1 6ot
UP A HUNTING
(EXPEDITION WITH
MY FRIENDS FOR
THE AMAZON
JUNGLES.

THE CITY ITSELF
SURPASSED ALL EX-
PECTATIONS, OF COURSE.
YET IT WAS NOTHING
AS )

I
DEVELOPED A
PASS/ON, SHALL WE
SAY, FOR THIS BOY,

S, THE VERY
FIRST WEEK.




MELED ME
OARE el Tty FEKED
UP THE BED AND DUMPED
e NITL THEY NENGLY
SCALDED ME N THE




WELL, T
DID SEE SOME-
THING ONCE, SOMETHING
INEXPLICABLE, BEFORE
T EVER WENT TO
BRAZIL....

AND THE %
DEVIL? 15 TERE ANY|
NEW INTELLIG
ABOUT HIM?




“I WAS DRINKING A BEER, READING THE ENGLISH PAPER --
AND I REALIZED I WAS OVERHEARING A CONVERSATION.

[5s] v
“IT WASN'T IN ENGLISH AND IT WASN’Y IN
RADUALLY T CAME TO KNOW
THAT IT WASN'T IN ANY. LANGUA&E REALLY, AND
N YET IT WAS FULLY UNDERSTANDA LéYOME

- AND T KNEW 1D JUST TURNED +
AP LEOKED AT WO NOMPUALS
HO WEREN'T HUMAN BEINGS




T B 5
BEEN 100 TUE DEVIL OUGHT TO

TANT HE WAS, HE
COULDN'T SHIRK HIS
DUTIES, GO0 N
HIM, AND NEEDED
HIM TO BE STRONG.




BUT WHAT
WAS THERE TO DO?
00y

“p‘mv"

OIITNINK ESTAT
OR ADEVIL? T
/), WHAT
YOU BELIEVE?







IGHT, T WAS ACTUALLY
P~

NEEDED NO COFFINS, NO DARK HIDING
ICES, MERELY A
ILATED FROM THE RAYS OF THE SUN.

F Fiy WA
T WAS READY TO SETTLE IN WITH DAVID'S BRAZILIAN ADVENT!
WHEN T SUDDENLY EXPERIENCED A BOUT OF DIZZINESS.

| m&\; -

o
WHY WAS THIS
HAPPENING? il

N

AMESSAGE

FOR YOU, SIR. THE
GENTLEMAN REQUESTED)
I PUT IT IN YOUR
HANDS.,







ACTUALLY, T WAS POWERFULLY INTRIGUED. I

I DECIDED LIPON A LITTLE
EXPER/MENT T WENT

[0 PARIS, MAKING TH
cuus SING VERY QUIOKLY
/ND ON MY OWN.

1 DION'T TELL A SOUL, MORTAL OR IMMORTAL, THAT 1 WAS THERE.

I HEADED FOR THE SNOW-COVERED PLACE

NDOME, WICH CONTANED THE VERY
SAME PALACES WHICH IT HAD IN MY DAY...
=7

ND uvoeu THE ALIAS OF BARO!
N KINDERGARTEN, Euscomso
MYSELEIN A ..AV\SA sm‘é AT THE Rr




3! /4
DAVID'S WRITNG CAPTIVATED NE. T SOON il’
FELT CLOSER TO HIM THAN EVER BEFORE.
3 \ AN 4

ENCOUNTE
BRAZILIAN PRIESTESSES,
AND SPIRITS, AS WELL.

= k In,
| 40 e B0oY oF DavID 144D BECoME 4 MeRE E
INSTRUMENT FOR TIS PSYCHIC POWER,
| THEREBY PAVING THE WAY FOR THE SCHOLAR
~| WHO HAD EMERGED IN THE YEARS THAT FOLL
5 = =N @2

OWED.
’ P
AND OF COURSE,
P

=i

>

.\.\ ///V f

THESE MANUSCRIPTS MORE FULLY ILLUMINATED ANOTHER [N
POINT FOR ME, AS WELL. DAVID WAS THE VERY MAN TO
REFUSE THE DARK GIFT, AND TO THE BITTER END.

ab




87 RN
VAN
AN T

i B R

A 13 ) 1
N A
1TENT 27

ON THE HIGH STONE LEDGE
BRIDGE TO THE /LE DE LA

| [}

L










I WASN'T SURE T SHOULD HAVE LET HIM
T WAS SOMEHON ENJOYING THIS LITTLE

AT IS CLEVERNESS
3 AND CAP,
| TRACKING ME.
-

I RETURNED TO THE HOTEL.
TUERE WAS YET ANOTHER
] PACKAGE WAITING FOR ME.

R




- THIS DIABOLI-
WOMAN -- SWITCHES
BODIES Wi MER
HUSBAND.




WHY HE ALMOST
FALLS WHEN UE RUNS
6000 600! mAg










(Tl

| ARCHED FOR I COULDN'T FIND THE 3
il IF HE WAS STILL IN P WAS CLOAKED SO THAT T COULDN'T
PICK UP THE FANTEST SHIMMER OF WIS PRESENCE.

AT LAST T RETURNED TO
THE HOTEL, TO

Lou
BEFORE LOUIS. HE
UNDERSTAND THE
OH, YES, HE WOULD.

AT

1 WENT OFF 1O
UNDERTAKE THE
LONG JOURNEY
HOME.




1 ARBNVED QuITE EARLY IN

Gack ws "
g AT N
RS o e woam o

W IN A STRETCH OF SOFT LEAF
DARKNESS, BEYOND A GR.,AT
S OF HUGE MAGNOLIA TREES,
3 LOUIS MADE IS SECRET HOME.

1 1 LOVED TO DO THIS. K
WHAT
DONE?.

M\\\\\"’q ///// 7 ’.ﬁ,
) ¢ § |




s
7 NOTHING, IT'S :
FINISHED. 'T WENT INTO A
SERT PLACE, T WANTED
TO SEE WHAT WOLLD
HAPPEN -~

Bye
You [
VANTED TO
SEE WHAT WOULD
HAPPEN?

== HOW 1'D SEEN THIS CREATURE,
RAGLAN JAMES, N VENICE AND'
HONG KONG AND MIAMI --




LESTAT,

YOU CAN'T BE:
HUMAN BY SUMPLY TAKING

OVER 800Y!
YOU WERENT HUMAN

D, WHEN You JERE o

LLVEl o oW T HOW THE

HELL CAN YOU DEL
YOURSELF LIKE
THIS?
N




LEST/
Wit T CEATuRE
YOU'RE MAD IF YOU I.ET
HIM NOUGH TO
You 1o SPEAK WREE

EXPECT EP YHIS FROM
YOU. T EXPECTED SOME LONG
PHILOSOPHICAL UMYPIEE,

If TRASH YOU WROTE




Ak Y o
TURE...DO WHAT |
e MLST 70 N
AND. mmm/o




OF COURSE, THIS WAS AN ACCUSATION, #NO HE FELT THE KeEN
EDGE OF IT -- 1'D SEEN THAT BEFORE I TURNED AND WENT

[ 4

il
THE NIGHT CLAUDIA ROSE UP
SGANST HE HAD STOOD
THERE, ABHORRING BUT NOT
THINKING TO INTERFERE,
EVEN AS CALI.ED WIS NAME.

HE HAD TAKEN WHAT HE mou&m 10 BE My LIFELESS BODY
AND DUMPED IT IN THE SWAMP, A, NAIVE LITTLE FLEDGLINGS,
TO THINK YOU COULD SO EASILY GETRIDOF ME.

e WEARS wo: A4S OTHERS
VELVET.
FLA\‘TERS HIM LI THE

NeVER EVER HAVE
LET ANYONE HARM
g




[ TERT LS
THE NEXT NIGHT, T ;
WENT AT ONCE 1O
JACKSON SQUARE.

]

8
& o

A TERRIBLE NORTHER 1AD COME DOVN INTO NEW ORLEANS,

BRINGING WIT IT A FREEZING WIND. 1'D STOPPED AT MY

ROGFTOP FLAT TO PUT ON A COAT, DELIGHTED THAT I HAD

SUCH FEELING NOW IN MY NEWLY BRONZED SKIN.

1




WHAT
THE KELL IS
E MATTER WITH

THi
YOU? YOU WALK SO
AVKWAROLY!

4 BODY
TUIEF HAS HIS LITTLE
DIFFICULTIES, You
KNOW.

YES,
A BODY THIEF OF
THE FIRST RANK. BUT THEN,
YOU KNEW THAT WHEN YOU
AGREED TO SEE ME, DID
B> vou nor?

T L
. EVEN YOUR LITTLE
TITLE FOR YOURSELF
T DON'T LIKE

WE DO
IT TOGETHER,
MONSIELIR DE
LIONCOURT,




e

WL MEET AT AN
THEN WE WILL RISE OUT OF

OUR BODIES, WHICH YOU KNOW







o
/ VE DONE
. 5o FE/END DAVID

TALBOT COULD HAVE TOLD YOU
THAT. BUT ME LIES, LIKE A




GEURGETGMJ € Sroven
e EVE PIECE OF FURNI




"'mk‘;ﬁ@"

' '"‘"A‘I :
You
I S
HERE
2 BACK,




You
KNOW THIS WiLL
. COME TO ME
WEDNESDAY. YOU'LL BE
VERY GLAD THAT

THING ONLY
YOU AND I CAN DO. IN A
WAY, IT 15 A MIRACLE WHICH
ONLY YOU AND T CAN
UNDERSTAND.




OF TEN Ml
LION DOLLARS, [T WILL ONL:

BE AVALABLE TO YOU FOR
TWO HOURS ON

I
WHAT DO
WANT TO DRINK
YOU THINK?. 51000,
1
i

(LS8




YOU ARE
A THIEF PAR EXCEL-
ENCE. EVE! ATH

»u Al
T0
POSSESS YOUR
BODY, AND T0 STEAL
wop WHILST N [T/
ST Ao
MENTS!

SPOT THAT SHOCKING, VAGUE BLUE. b
Lo
>
=
——




WALKED FOR HOLIR:
I KEPT HEARING THAT
BEAUTIFUL CULTURED
VOICE IN MY EAR:

175 NOT MERELY THE BLOCD YOU STEAL FROM
'S THE T'VE NEVER
7 vl Faoi o
G o e BLoh D ThiE L E

TUE 10EA OF BEING DISCONNECTED
Y BODY. UTELY

rERQ/FY/NG ToNE, Bt T0 60

INTO THE BODY OF A MORTAL!

0 ANCHOR THERE, TO WALK,
ra rEEL TO SEE AS A MORTAL

- i, T COULD NO
ConiTyin Wy EXCITEMENT.




THE EVENING AFTER I MET WITH m AME THE BOW THIEF,
I COMPLETED ALL THE NECESSARY P 'S FOR THE TRANSFER OF
TEN M/LLION DOLLARS TO THE BANK \N WASHINGTON.

AS OF WEDNESDAY NOON, THE MONEY WOULD BE IN A TRUST
‘CCOLI/VYAT THE BANK, FROM WHICH IT COULD ONLY BE

BY RAGLAN JAMES, AND ONLY BETWEEN THE HOURS
OF TEN AND TWELVE ON THE FOLLOWING FRID/

AT ONE MINUTE AFTER NOON, THE ENTIRE
TRANSACTION WOULD BE NULL AND
VO/D, AND THE MONEY WOULD BE SENT
BACK TO MY AGENT IN NEW

N THIS WAS PESPI“BLE; WHAT I MEANT
THIS VARMINT woubz;ls& "

IAS TIME NOW TO TALK TO DAV/ID
GO TO GEORGETOWN...
-

...AND T HAD MADE A PROMISE TO DAVID.

T WAITE!




ITH IS S/XTY-
SEVEN YEARS OLD. HE'S A
THIEF KNOWN TO EVERY LAW,
ENFORCEME! NCY




MECHANIC REMANED
STEADFASTLY TMMUNE TO ANY

AS SOON As You
CAN?




LESTAT,
IS A SAYING IN

THERE ||

THE WORLD OF THE OCCLLLT.
LIKE ATTRAC

" JAMES 1S THE
GQUINTESSENTIAL £V
SORCERER!




S
. =
IN THE SHADOWS. %

I TRIED TO CONSIDER THE POINTS
DAVID HAD MADE TO ME. I TRIED. ,

145 THINKING WAS...
JAMES CAN DO

MAN IN THE PHOTOGRAPH,
/D SWITCH WITH THE MECHAN!
IN THE HOSPITAL IN LONDON.

IT CAN BE DONE! 1 CAN LIVE
AND BREATHE IN THAT BODY!

AND WHEN THE SUN RISES
OVER GEORGETOWN ON THAT
MORNING, T SHALL SEE IT
WITH THOSE MORTAL EYES.




N
IN| IT WAS AN HOUR AFTER MIDNIGHT
WHEN T REACHED GEORGETOWN.

METICULOUS, FASHIONABLE, COSTLY,
AND HIGHLY INDIV/DUAL -- THAT WAS
THE PERSONALITY OF THE PLACE.




.

T CONCEALED A GREAT DEAL OF MONEY FOR MY ¥
LATER USE, HIDING IT INSIDE AN UNUSED CHIMNEY. RN

I COULD SEE JAMES JusT
TURNING THE CORNER AT THE
BASE OF THE KILL, A LOAD
OF PARCELS IN HiS ARMS.
1LOST SIGHT OF HIM AS HE
STARTED HIS ASCENT.




IT WAS A GREAT DOG.

I HAD A GOOD CHANCE TO
STUDY HIM IN THE UNDIS-
TURBED SILENCE, AND HE
gFAS, VERY SIMPLY, ONE

1'D EXPECTED TO HEAR FROM IT
TIME, FOR SURELY

INDEED, WHEN HE AT LAST
LOOKED UP A - 1
FOUND MYSELF VAGUELY.

ILLED
INTELLIGENCE GLEAMING
IN HIS DARK, ALMOND-

4l SHAPED EYES.




Pl THERE SEEMED A NEAR-HUMAN . > 0
COMPREHENSION IN HIM, BUT THERE y
WAS NO IN$T|NC|‘NE AVERS/ON AT ALL. & o %

I NUZZLED HIM, AND
THIS PRODUCED IN

RFUL HAWY E
REALLY NEAR TO WEEPWG

DY,




BELONGS 10 THIS
N HOUSE, DOESN'T IT?
\ THIS HOJSE WHICH

AN STOLE.

T SEEMS YOU’VE
STOLEN THE DOG,
T00.




THE LAST SOUND I HEARD WAS JAMES
CURSING TO HIMSELF WGR&CEFHU,Y
AS HE SLAMMED THE BACK DOOR. 3

o D0

o




— e
EWESDAY AT LAST, NOT HALF AN HOUR HAD PASSED SINCE THE SU!
HAD STARTLED HIM WHEN T APPEARED ON THE BACK Sﬁ?ﬁ

ONCE
1'D REACHED VKA\'

RUDIMENTARY CO)

WAS FNRI.Y EASY TO PLHN—

DER KIS MEMORIES
IPuLAT‘ENIzlgd INTO







N

“...AND AT ONCE FOCUS MY INTENSE
ENERGY UPON SHONING HIM DOW)

LY LURED HIM OUT

SEVERAL SECONDS. ||

I FINAL
1 SPACE OF
e =

D
)

|

I
I

3 '
&

s

il

H NS
z Tl
5 -~
: M
HR )




WHATEVER HIS FACADE, HE
WAS BECOMING INCREASINGLY
ANX/QUS. AND SOMETHING

SIMILAR AND MORE ENER-
VATING WAS BUILDING N ME...







LESTAT, {

7

=

%

WELL,
1'D OFFER YOU A
ITTLE DRINK TO 5¢n£w
o YouR COURAGE, BUT THAT
WOuLD Bt BE sELF—DEFEATN{v

" N VoS
I

MEAN YG ENJOY

SSme WERE YOU ABLE
T0 OBTAIN IT? 1
ERED A0 OF co oumse

. WHERE
DID YOU COME LP
A NAME LIKE
ALTE D7/,
PRIVATE JOKE, WHAT / /
DOES IT MATTER? YoU'LL
HAVE IT ONLY TONIGHT
AND TOMORROW
TRUE.
VERY TRUE.
I '\ )




| ‘VE GIVEN
You? TNE Ln'n.E ﬂ//EF N
YOU

ouTSIDE, 3
TO THE LEFT OF
f/ THE FRONT STEPS. RED




/, BUT NOT
FINISNED SPEAKING. YOU'LL
MOVE UP. YOU'VE DONE

WHEN You

OF US AT
THIS TABLE, YOU WILL MAKE A
CONCENTRATED EFFORT TO

you
MUST NOT THINK
OF ANYTHING ELSE. YOu
MuST NOY LET FEAR INTERRLI
T\ON
MU5T NOT WONDER
HOW THIS IES EEIN&

INECT

STANTANEOUSLY WITH EVERY
FIEER AND CELL.

You po IT!




IUN-
DERSTAND. wtu.
1 SEE YOU IN SP)
FORM WHILE wE’llE
CHANGING'

NOW, ONE
WHICH WILL




)
|

|
i

; |

/A ~ e

e / ) | L

I I A\ y A X

? A\ \—’/ | D

| IMPORTANT THAT I

O\ /\ seceve i can

/ P BE DONE?
=l

\ 2 /| \ ﬂ\
I's™w \ f4/] |

Q




I wm.Eu WYSELF O R/SE, AND
FELT A SUDDEN /BRATION
THROUGH MY E»mRE RAME

LY SHAPE STILL

DOWN
SWM?/IVL? SPECTACLE
MY OWN BODY SEATED
S‘nLL IN THE CHAR.

R

OH, WHAT A GLORIOUS FEELING, AS IF

AS IF T HAD MC IVEEVOFT‘HEBWYAND
éAY %TO"WBEENADE(ZP’/G







THAT T WAS STARING THROUGH MORTAL
EYES INTO THE DMLY LIGHTED RaoM,
STARNG AT WY OLD 800Y

—- STARING AT WY
o BLE £vES

ME, s 4T MY
OLD TANNED SK/N.




e
Y OLD BODY JERKED UPHARD,

THROWN UP 45 IF IN HORROR.







SAW HIM FOR ONE LAST




|
J

EACH BREATH T TOOK HURT ME.
WAS SQUINTING AGANST THE sumv
WHICH FLEW RIGKT INTO MY EVES -




1 STRA/NED TO SEE THROUGH THE DARKNESS, AND COULDN'T MAKE OuT
ANYTHING CLEARLY AT ALL. IT WAS DIM, LY DIM. IT SEEMED I WAS
UNDER WATER AND THE WATER WAS MURKY, MAYBE EVEN CLOUDED BY /NK.

THS IS NORMAL. THIS IS MORTAL. THIS IS HOW THEY SEE. I

HOW. MIDEOUSLY GlOOIM THE WLL

GOLD LIGHT CREEPING UP INTO THE

CORNERS, THE PLASTER MOLDINGS

AT TRE TOPS OF THE WALLS VANISHING
INTO SHADOW, IMPENETRABLE SHADDN.

1 LOOKED AT MY FACE IN THE
/RROR. A, YES. I WAS
BEKIND IT NOW, AND HOW AMAZ:

INGLY DIFFERENT IT LOOKED.
GONE WERE TUE T/GHTNESS,
AND THE AWFUL NERVOUS
GLITTER OF THE EYES.

THERE WASAYOHN@MSTAWNG AT ME,
AND HE LOOKED MORE THAN A LITTLE AFRA/D.




No DRIVERS' LICENSE. NO KEYS. NO MONEY.
NO CAR. T FOUND THE Plssmﬂf IN THE

KITCHEN, BUT NOT THE WALLET. I CALLED MY NEW YORK AGENT. ON AND ON
IT RANG. NO ONE THERE. MOST STRANGE,
AND DAMNED /NCONVENIENT.
T
1 Ul
Ad, THIS LITILE =, MY AGENT THERE
/L, WRAT T il
v o 10 = i GEORGETOWN,
TO HM! THAT I NEEDED
HOW COULD > bl 5
THINK HE WOULD i
GET AWAY WITH = NO, BEST SEND
THIS? WHATWDAS THIRTY, AND T
i 4 MUST HAVE IT
WE THINKING... [T\ & ﬂ Ay 2
3 - i
— / \ HE EXPLAINED THAT IT WOULD BE NOON IN
WAS IT AS HARD TO Fm — FORE MONEY
TUATE e WAGKT COMMG SACK, Wia HE? ceoae ,{'g’g‘ffz e G eoNECon ReA)
E D BE HANDLED A7 ONCE.

AHTWCWMI5CAUGHTME THE PAIN IN MY THROAT WAS
RABLE, AND MY EYES WERE WATERING. JUST

Aﬂaﬂﬂ ww, I THOUGHT. THE RESULT OF LETTING MYSELF

BECOME SO MISERABLY CHILLED. IT WILL MAR THINGS; BUT IT

IS ALSO AN EXPERIENCE, AN EXPERIENCE T MUST EXPLORE.

ST P

BEST TO Slfﬂ’ NOW, AND Wi
WAKE, LIM OF oAy Wll-l- BE

IS ROOM. EVEN IF
THE SKY IS ERAY, IT WiLL BE WON-
DROUS. 1T WILL'BE DAY. FORGET |
IS ABYSMAL STRUGGLE AND u
FEAR

<
=

N
R

I
<3

ﬂ' FELT TERR/BLE TO BE IN THIS
UMAN BODY! IT
FELY TERRIBLE NOT TO HAVE
MY PRETERNATURAL POWERS.

TT

I




THE NEXT TIME I WOKE
MOJO WAS LICKING MY F)

AT HIM, THEN COUGHED

&.\ N

WITHIN MOMENTS OF LEAVING THE

T SE, OF STEPPING OUT

INTO THE GLORIOUS DAYLIGHT, F
RIENCE &

I KNEW THAT THIS EXPE}
WOULD BE WORTH ALL OF THE
TR/ALS AND THE PAIN.

THIS WAS EXTRAORDINARY, ABSOLUTE-
Elran o CoRTAN
WOULD CARRY WITH ME

THE MEMORY OF THIS SIMPLE DAY.

e

IE AGENCY TO

KNEW THAT THE
THE

IN THE
CLUTCHES OF DOCTORS.




R PURCHASING NEW CLOTHES AT THE DEEP DRIFT ¢

GEMETONN MALL, I FOUND A BESYADRANT AT 3 ms sﬂzEE‘(s WERE IMP‘SSA LE

A BEAUTIFUL HOTEL WITH THE LOVELY WERE TIMES WHEN T FEI.L TOMY
NAME, THE FOUR SEA: S, EES’, AND MO.

JO
T T'NOUGH HE WEREWYOKEEPME WAM

I WED TO REACH THE TOWNHOUISE SAFELY, AND
LAY DOWN SHIVERING ON THE LIVINGROOM FLOOR.
WE BOVI TMIEF WOULD SOON BE ERE T WOULD
FORM BALK AGAIN, MY POWERS!







[He_aMBULANCE. OXYGEN MASK. NEEDLE. AND I UNDERSTOOD.

I WAS GOING TO D/E IN THIS BODY, AND IT WOLLD BE SO S/A
LIKE A B/LLION OTHER MORTALS, 1 WAS GOING TO DIE.

i

AH, THIS WAS THE REASON FOR ALL OF IT, THE REASON
THE BODY THIEF HAD COME TO ME,

DEATH COME TO GIVE ME THE MEANS WHICH I HAD
SOUGHT WITH LIES AND PRIDE AND SELF-DE(

I WAS GOING TO DIE.







PEOPLE 3
DOCTORS ARGUED. A

WOMAN WAS CRYING.

YOURE
MUCH BETTER NOW --
YOUR FEVER'S WAY DOWN.
BUT IF YOU STAY

. _I'M AF}
TO STAY.




= - -
BEGAN DRIFTING IN AND OUT OF SLEEP, AWARE THAT
THAT

AT SOME POINT T
WE WERE IN A LITTLE CAR, AND THAT MOJO WAS WITH US, AND
WE WERE DRIVING THROUGH WOODED, SNOW-COVERED HILLS. A

I WAS WRAPPED IN A BLANKET, AND FEELING M/SERABLY

S/CK. T SCARCELY REMEMBERED OUR RETURN TO THE

TOWN/ 7, AND THE FINDING OF MOJO. AT LAST WE
| CAME TO A HALT BY A SMALL COTTAGE.

SAID SHE WAD
i SPENT HER LIFE IN

T FELT A LITILE ASHAMED, IS ION, NURSNG

- — LETTNG VASH HE. THE SICK, IN PLACES
Bicinoce/ 5 SHE EXPLANED IT WAS 50 SOILED AND ILL-

ARM. THE SORT OF THING A EQUIPPED THAT EVEN

NURSE DID ALL THE TIME. THE OVERCROWDED




&,
AND AT LAST A DEEP SLEEP WAS COMING TO ME, DEEP \x\

AS THE SNOW OUTS/DE, DEEP AS THE DARKNESS.
WHY J S
V" THERE
. ORI BRI, D s
| ME? THERE.

WHATEVER HAPPENED, I WOULD
NOT LEAVE HER UNTIL T KNEW
WHAT T COULD DO TO REPAY HER.
x .



TO WALK IN
THE SUN AGAIN FOR ONE
DAY. TO THINK AND FEEL
BREATHE LIKE A MOR-

AND
TAL. MAYBE TO TEST A /
BELIEF AT
BEING MORTAL AGAN
) WAS AL
AT WE WERE




I WANTED TOYJ'O@ =
HOW PERFECTLY IMPOSSIBLE




EARLY MORNING, JUST BEFORE THE SUN COMES. THE
TIME WHEN IN THE PAST T WAS OFTEN IN MED/TAT/ON,
TIRED, AND HALF IN LOVE WITH THE CHANG/ING SKY.

SLWVIK!SSEUGRET

A COARSE WARM NO THOUGHTS CAME TO ME OF THE BLOOD DRINKING... NO THOUGHT
AT ALL OF THE WOP‘NELWNSWEHEﬂWW!MIGHTHAVE
WENT THROUGH ME. CONSUMED, A DARK DRALGHT, AT ANOTHER TIME.

RATHER THE
MOMENT WAS

- OF HER TRUST AND HER YEARNING
ANDHEHDEEV‘NDCOMMON FEAR.




N HER NEW PASSION, SHE SEEMED HEEDLESS,
AND COMPLETELY UNDER MY COMMAND.

“—
AND THERE IT WAS AGAN, TNE MYSTERY - WY SUCH A PRECIOUS LITTLE WHILE.
SOME‘MNG D BE SO PERFECTLY FINISHED, AND ~
HAVE LASTED SUCH A LITTLE WHILE.




I 60

, DF COUR5€ ™IS

MA ISURD, BUT [T
WAS A DlFFICuLT THING TO LEAVE

IN THE F/RST PLACE.

QUESTION OF CJ(AST”Y G IT HAD

BECOME A WVE

OBSESS/ON.

I'M NOT
HUMAN. AND
WHEN YOU ANOW
IT, MAYBE YOU'LL
HATE ME FOR




BéFORE I LEFT HER,

e S
ma 3 NEW YORK. ANOICE
PROM/SE YOU. T'LL FIND cfz g‘,’, THE LINE,
THE MISSION IN FRENCH AND SLOWLY LET ME
GUIANA, T'LL FIND KNOW N Al
Yod. TERMS THAT

MPUTER AND ALL
WIS F/LES HAD BEEN
STOLEN.

THE MAN'S BODY.
HAD BEEN ENTIRELY
DRAINED OF BLOOD.

WHEN I PUT DOWN THE PHONE, I WAS mﬂmu,va WI‘TH
RAGE, AH, THE LITTLE MONSTER! IT IS ENOUGH

\VE THE 80! TH
THE GOV'S STOR THE LITTLE FIEND!

& OH, TO THINK OF THE DENUNCIAT/ONS LOUIS WOULD HEAP UPON
MY HEAD BEFORE HE CONSEN'\'ED TO HELP ME! HAT IF
MARIUS KNEW? OW, THAT WAS TOO AWFUL O GONTEMPLA\'E

I JUST HAD TO REACH NEW OHLEANS AS QUICKLY AS T COULD.

ELL TO GRETCHEN WOULD NOT BE THE GRACEFUI.,
SHI

MUCH WAS
X DELUSIONARY WORLD OF HER MYSTERIOUS LOVER.




AS E MADE OUR TERRIFYING DESCENT, AMID
YORMWFB /CAL PROPORTIONS. IOOLI.ECTED
MOJO AND LED HIM BOLDLY INTO THE BACK OF A TAXI.

A\‘\\“\“‘“

IT WAS NEAR M/DN/GHT WMEN
ACHED

SE OF LOUIS'S PROPERTY.

”l‘ 1 HAD NEVER BEHELD WITH MORVAL EYES
A WELLING AS FORLORN AS THE GREAT
BANDONED HOUSE WHIG‘ ST000

BEFWE LOL\IS 'S HIDDEN SHACK. 18

OUR WAY AROUND THE MIIVM?H‘E TO wulss BELOVED
G! WHEEE HE SPENT ALL OF HIS TIME, READING HIS BOOKS.




WE'LL FIND A WAY
To W Q

il i

4 Powi RELIEF COURSE! !E J
THROUGH ME. T WAS HERE! ) WEVE  ~Q
I WAS ALMOST SAFE! AND T | #a0E 1, 4030, "
WAS NOT MAD.  AND 500N WELL BE
3 AFTER THAT DEVIL.




Louls,
IT'S LESTAT! I'M
IN THE BODY, THE
HUMAN BODY!

COULDN'T
YOU HAVE 6TNEN THE

AND You

KILLED TUE DOG,

DION'T You? You
MONSTER!




TWO AM. T HAD POURED OUT THE WHOLE TALE. B

TR

BE au\{x WHAT /8 177
WHAT'S THE

LESTAT,
VOU HAVE DONE

WE ARE N‘ﬂ/ﬂﬂ
TIME! T HAVE Ya

STER! HE HAS Afy
soov!




= LesTar,

PERHAPS THE
Y SIHERS WL cove 10
..IN TME, WHEN T
OUNE ATy
ENOUGH. __+

HOW WEARY 1 WAS, HOW SEARED FROM

MY OWN ANGER, HOW CLOSE TO DESPAIR.
HADIEVERINAU.M’YMBERYBEENTMIS K
COMPLETELY W/THOUT HOPE?

;
i




X HuﬂLED CANDLES AT THE

APS OF DEBRIS THAT REMAINED,
A\ID I FLUNG BURNING BOOKS
AT THE WET SHUTTERS.

1
b

N
Z /
ARTULY AND D) s HrrE FIGURE
ST}ND!NG STILL AS AN APPARIT/




MARIUS.

\ MEANT FOR ME ro SEE.

7

NEVER HAVE T SEEN SUCH

HTE!
THAT IT WAS WHAT HE

S \\\

", AND THA
THE ENDOF T, WéLL You

I HAVE
TO FIND THE 80DY
THIEF, AND YOU MUST
GIVE ME TIME. IF YOU WILL
NOT HELP ME, YOU MUST
GRANT ME THAT
MUCH.

MARIUS!
MARIUS, HELP
Me!

S USELESS
EW IT.

AND WHAT IF HE, TOO,
TURNED HIS BACK ON ME?




o ..»’ 4] U
I KX«IND DAVID WAIYING FOR ME
AT MY NEW ORLEANS AP/

FIRST THI WAS
YOUR AGENT N NeW &
YORK /0L KNOW Ty DOMIN)
%O, 1 erl
DON'T THINK SO.
YOUR LITTLE 8ODY BOR-
ROWER VAS LEFT QUITE A
TRAIL., BUT COME, GET
OUT OF THESE WET
N CLOTHES.

XACTLY WHAT
WOULD LIKE TO
KNOW.




ONE MAN DEAD
IN NEW YORK, A BLOOD-

LESS CORPSE, OF COURSE.

TWO WOMEN LEFT DRAINED IN
FLORIDA, AND A FAMILY KILLED IN
0 DOMINGO, WITH ONLY THE

FATHER DRAINED IN CLASSIC

VAMPIRE STYLE.

WHAT
WILL YOU DO WITH
THAT SPLENDID
3

THIS NEWS FROM
LONDON?




IT WAS ONLY A MATTER
OF SEVE

THE HOTEL, AND T

TO TELL DAVID MY STORY
AS WE WALKED BENEATH
THE BLUE SKY.

ANYONE
CAN DO THIS LIT-







WELL
HAVE TO BOARD
HER IN GRENADA
TOMORROW..

THAT WILL
GIVE US T/ME TO
PREPARE FOR WHAT

1 SPED OFF TO FIND MOJO AND TOOK HIM
IN WITH ME TO THE OL THE

AT THE MERE SUGGEST/ION, THE OLD

COUSIN, MONSIEUR DE LIONCOURT.




[
£ TWE T RETURNED 10 T1E APARTHENT, DAVID R
INISHED MAKING ALL OF THE ARRANGEMENT:

SPLENDID.

BUT WHAT IF THE
BOUY THIEF HAS JUMPED
SHIP ALREADY? OR BEEN
DESTROYED BY MARIUS

OR ONE OF THE

UL DIE ATCHED SO
00 T RE MIGEAABLE.
WY Rl ABOLT, PALL 00U,
ALNOST CONSTANTLY.
R HATE BENE oot T
KNOW ALREADY THAT IT'S
SORT OF DIRTY
/CK.

THE CAB WAS ALREADY
WAITING FOR US WHEN WE
REACMED THE FRONT GATE.




WHEN AT LAST WE LANDED AT THE SMALL AIRPORT
IN GRENADA, I WAS SURPRISED BY THE CLOSE AND
DELICIOUS WARMTH AND THE BRILLIANT SKY.

g

g

BUT I FELT A TERRIBLE,
TERRIBLE SADNESS FOR
ALL MY DISCOVERIES. AND
ME IN ITS
u RST
DREAMS OF MORTAL LIFE
HAD BEEN A LIE. N

ASSESS MY GIFTS.

YES, I HAD FAILED,
HADN'T I7 MORTAL
LIFE SHOULD HAVE
BEEN ENOUGH!

COME INSIDE.




NIHT AT T

b
|
i

inin

%

BOTHER Tu LEAVE me SHP

DOESN'T
' WHENSHE’SINWPI’ INDEED HE GIVES

ED HE Gl
ILL PACKAGES TO BE MALED

TO HIS EJBIN STEWARD EVERY MORNING,
QUITE EARLY,

ISAPPEARS
FOR THE DAY. HAVEN’\' BEE;oABLﬁ

TO DISCOVER
BuUT ‘NAT‘S A MATTER

HE HAS
YET TO

POWEI m:uLLv BULT
AND GRACEFHL FELLOW
f WITH A DAZZL|

]

ARDROBE,
IT SEEMS. HE GAMBLES HEAVILY
ILETTE

AT THE ROU

RS Wi

}IEEL, AND
WITH T

DANCES
LADIES SEEMS IN FACT TO
VEW oL




DON'T WORRY,
JAKE. THINGS WILL
PROBABLY GO WITHOUT A
HITCH. AND T THANK YOU
FOR YOUR USUAL
EFFICIENCY.

I THINK HE DISLIKES ME, DAVID.
BLAMES ME FOR INVOLVING YOU
IN SOME SORT OF SORDID CRIME.”

DO WE KNOW
FROM THIS INFORMATION?*




BY THE END OF FORTY-FIVE MINUTES, T HAD LEARNED
THE TW FAIRLY PAINLESSLY. IT WAS A CRUCIAL
STEP. BUT THERE WAS MORE TO BE DONE IF T
WAS TO RECOVER MY FORMER SELF....

WE'RE
READY TO BEGIN
THE OUT-OF-800Y

UNTLL T
SINGLE IMAGE OR
RANDOM WORD
by FROM YOU.

R GIFTS,

J’




TDID 45 T WAS TOLD,
WMEDIATELY FELT |

DOUBLE OF THIS FORM.

VISUALIZE M
SELF WITH THIS
BOOY?

0 NFI!SIV’IO/V THE LESSONS WHICH PRIESTS HAD TALGHT 1'0 mEIR
INIMATES FOR THOUSANDS OF YEARS. 1 KNEW THE OLD FORMULA.

wsTAmLY I TRAVELED TO THE CEILING WITH THE ExaulsnE
A HELILUM BALLOON! OH, HOW |

IGHTNESS AND SPEED OF
LGVED' ™IS was’ T'HITS WAS SO NEAR TO MY FREEDOM 4S5 A |1}
SLOWLY T WENT UP. BUT
T‘HIS WAS ENOUGH, WASN'T
RIPPED ME, THE
FEAR I'D KNOWN WHEN T
DID THIS LITTLE TRICK BEFORE.

WHAT IN THE NAME OF
GOD WAS KEEPING ME
ALIVE IN THIS STATE? |
1 NEEDED MY BODY!

AT ONCE T PLUMMETED, BLINDL!
BACK INTO THE FLES




REMEMBER
TO VEIL YOUR

1 HAD NOT BEEN T'NE HERG
OF MY OWN DREAM:
FOUND HUMAN LIFE 7‘00 /-/w

TLL TELL

5“‘%{\\\\\

1S ALL OVER, TELL ME




CARRYING OVER A
IISAND PASSENGERS.
NOBODY WILL NOTICE WHEN I

==

L=

MAN. EVERYONE MU
QUITE A MESS. THE WAHO,
ISLAND'S TALKING
ABOUT IT.

THIS IS
), LESTAT. IF HE

THIS MORNING, DAVID.
BESIDES, IF HE'D SENSED
OUR PRESENCE, HE WOULD




AS WE BOARDED THE L/
THAT WOULD TAKE US TO TKE
N EL/ZABE”( I FELT

IN SUCK A SMALL CRAFT.

FOR WH:‘; IT WAS WORTH, DR. STOKER -- DAVID
Vi

A FRIENDLY CABIN STEWARD
DIRECTED US TO OUR SUITE!

oW
=| FRIEND HE’D MET THE NIGNT BEFORE, WITH WHOM
HE'D STRUCK UP INTANCE
OF OUR SAILING m&ﬂmon THE QE2.

RISE ON MY
LOOKED AT IT.

NO OTHER CONNECTION BETWEEN US,
FOR JAMES WOULP BE IN THIS BODY ONCE THE SWITCH
WAS DONE, AND DAVID MIGHT HAVE TO Wluf)' HIM IN
SOME FASHION IF HE CO(-ILDNOTBE CONTROLLE!

THERE WAS MORE TQ IT, IN THE EVENT
WE WERE GUEST\ONEDWANY

Row MIGHT OCCUR. BUT IN
GENEIUL WE D10 NOT ww OUR PLAN
Y LEAD TO SUCH A THING.




OUR CABINS SURPRISED ME. THE ROOMS WERE GUITE LARGE AND S |
LUXURIOUS, AND OPENED TO EACH OTHER WITH A CONNECTING DOOR. <

SR
1 COULD HEAR DAVID USING ALL OF
HIS CHARM ON THE CABI




7

THE FIEND (|

L caN seNSE om
GER EVEN IN His Al
seeer._L|




8 e LeFT THE SiGNAL
DECK WiTHOUT
ENCOUNTERING THE

e

I FIGURED OUT THE PROPER ROUTE, AND BY THE TIME

DAVID AND I MET AGAIN IN THE QUEENS GRILL LOUNGE,
RY WE'D WAIT THE NIGHT IN

I HAD PLOTTED EVERY STEP.
HIDING UNTIL JAMES DECIDED TO RET/RE FOR THE
APPROACHING DAY. TMING WOULD BE CRUCIAL.

WHERE COULD HE
60?7

WE WENT DOWI
AND FOUND TH

N O F/







THE SKY WAS STILL THE SHINING BLUE
AT TEN PAST 5IX THE NEXT | OF NIGHT BUT GROWING PALER BY
E aulEETLV A GENTLE AND PRE

JLLUMINATION FILLED THE ROOM.

IT WOULD BURN HIS EYES WHEN HE
SAW IT. IT WOULD BRING AN IMMEDIATE
FLUSH OF PAIN TO HIS EXPOSED SKIN.




ITH MY WHOLE BEING, T MADE THE ASSAULT
\| UPON HIM, THE /NV/S/BLE PART OF ME FLYING
UP AND OUT OF MY MORTAL BODY AND HURTLING
SJ| TOWARDS MY OLD FORM WITH INCALCULABLE FORCE.

1 COLLIDED WITH HIM FULL

Foﬁt‘i FEELING A PARALYTIC
CTRIC SHOCK £S I

PASSED THROUGH HIM.

1 WAS STARING DIIIECﬂ.Y IN’YO

A BLAZE OF GOLDEN LIGHT.

N



THE PAIN IN MY EYES WAS IJNEEAR‘BE IT WAS THE HEAT
INAL ILLUMINATION

S T
J Cines e passece. |

SECOND LONGE!
1 HEARD THE POWERFUL GUN GO
OFF WITH A DEAFENING CRACK.

T WAS FLOATING IN THE DEEP VELVET DARKNESS
P I HAD NOT KNOWN SINCE THAT FATEFUL MEETING IN
T HEARD YET ANOTHER GEORGETOWN. T WAS OVER. T WAS FINISHED.

SHOT BEFORE T REACHED
,"

THE LITTLE CABIN. BUT IT

WAS FAINT, OH, 5O FAINT.
E Wﬁs THE VWR[
LESTAT AGAN, ANS
NONING ELSE MA\'TEHED




I AWOKE THAT NIGHT,
I SENSED THAT DAVID AND JAMES
WERE NOT ON THE SHIP. 1'M NOT
CERTAIN HOW I KNEW, BUT I D/D,

ACCORDING TO THE STEWARDS,
THERE HAD BE! UL

THE ELDERLY BRITISH GENTLEMAN -- ONE DAV/D
TALBOT -- HAD BEEN HELD IN CUSTODY UNTIL
HE WAS ESCORTED ASHORE.

WERE BROUGHT AGAINST KIM WHEN HE AGREED
TO PACK HIS BELONGINGS AND ALLOW HIMSELF
TO BE ESCORTED ASHORE AND TO A PLANE
LEAVING IMMEDIATELY FOR M/AM/.

AS T ROSE HIGHER AND HIGHER, I WAS

FULL OF JOY AND DARK BITTER TRILMPH.
I WAS LESTAT, DRIFTING BETWEEN HELL
AND HEAVEN, AND CONTENT T0 BE SO --

THERE WERE DIM LIGHTS IN
THE CHAPEL, AND IN THE
LITTLE HOSPITAL BUILDING.

GRETCHE!
WAS THERE.

FOR HOURS T WANDERED IN A GREAT CIRCLE THROUGH / !
| CAREFREE /N 1 /,/é—o
1 /4
()

5, AS /
TO THE DEEP TANGLED CHORUS OF THE SAVAGE NIGHT. 1{/ i

I WOULD KEEP
MY PROMISE.




I
GRETCHEN.

HURT YOU. IT'S TUE FARTHEST
THING FROM MY MIND TO HURT
YOU. I'VE COME BECAUSE T
PROMISED T WOULD
COME.

A

I DONT
BELIEVE You! GET
AWAY FROM ME, LIN(
SPIRIT! GET ouT
HOUSE OF GOl
6o/




1 LEFY 1 WALKED SLOWLY PAsr ] IT CAME FROM THE CHAPEL, AND IT WAS
THROUG Ol | NOT THE BLOOD PUMPING W/THIN HER --

E CHAPEL.
wuvoun I HEARD HER mrma,

HEARD HER LOW RAPID WHISPER. () -
vﬁ THAT WAS FLOWING
2 FREE Fle NEW WOUNDS.




HURRYING THROUGH THE FANCY
ART DECO LDEB’Y OF THE PARK
NTRAL, 'O THE ROOMS
I KEPT WERE I ST'RIWED OFF

THE JUNGLE-WORN CLOTHES,
AND FOUND SOME OF MY OWN




=
WE HAD ONLY JUST ENTERED MY ROOMS AT THE PARK CE
WHEN HE SAID WHAT T HAD BEEN WAITING SO LONG TO HEAR:

O,
RY LAST TME
THAT T/ME REALLY
MATTERS,




1 GRABBED THE TELEPHONE, STAMMERED THE ROOM NUMEE’H

AND THAT THERE WAS AN EMERGENCY. A MAN WAS HURT! A
MAN WAS DYING! THEY MUST GET AN AMBULANCE AT ONCE!
D
—

) - B

THEN T LEFT. I HURRIED UP THE STREET, SPRINTING PAST MOR-
TALS WHO COULD SCARCELY SEE ME, AND FOUND ANOTHER PHONE.




DAVID. =
DO You

KNOW WHAT TVE JAN
DONE? ,

WELL, THERE

ISN'T MUCH WE CAN
DO ABOUT IT THEN,
/5 THERE?
4
L 2




e S aae—
YES, BLOOD AGAN WHEN NERE

IN PAms DO\'( RELY 3 THE VAMPIRE LESTAT
SM 15 HERE,
DON 3 THIRSTS, AND TONIGHT
TO GIVE THEM m/s OF ALL NIGHTS, HE
IFE, T00? WiILL NOT BE DENIED.




DID YOU THINK THE
TALE WAS FINISHED?

T SHOULD HA‘/E
BUT IT DIDN & g .

BARBADOS. HE WAS STILL
TUERE WHEN I CAUGHT UP WITH
Bl HiM, IN A HOTEL BY THE SEA.

LESTAT!

THANK GOI
YOU'VE
COME.

BUT I'M
SURE THAT THIS
15 A TEMPOPA PER-
ADJUSTMENT.
fAEsE SHOCKS m..
EVENTUALL:




£ND
WHAT DREAMS? T
DON'T REMEMBER Yg;un




WHY ARE
YOU SAYING THIS?
YOU COULDN'T DO
THIS TO ME!

OH, BUT
THIS /S HOW THE
DEVIL REPAYS WIS

He RS/

HOW THICK AND WONDROUS
THE MAGES THAT ENVE..DPEO
RE

== AND HIS HEART POLINDING BENEATH
IT WILL REBELLION, WITH RECRIMINATION,
YOU BETRAY ME, o0 BETRAY ME.

YOU TAKE ME AGAINST MY WILL,

TUE DEEP RICH SALTY
7 OF THE BLOOD ITS|




CAME OVER
ME, THE HEAT AND THE
BT on (G TEUSTeD. P ek, sgwmmml
A ES OF | WITH KM IN MY ARM:
I HAD DONE IT IN FEAR SEEMED -
CLUMSY AND FOOLISH -- >

-- FADING EVEN AS
I RECOLLECTED
THEM, AND LEAVING
ME ALONE WITH HIM.




N T AGAIN OPENED MY EYES, T
WEAR THE BLOOD IN HIS VOICE

T HAD GIVEN mMFARMoRE BLOOD THAN T HAD

GIVEN THE OTHERS I'D MADE. IT WAS FINISHED I’D
A RIGHT. HE'D BE 50 VERY STRONG!

GOD, HE'D BE STRONGER THAN THE OLD. aNES.

AND HIS VOICE WAS
TORN AND SAD, AND
IT BROKE MY HEAR'

ING COULD
e ihr 7 S0
PO PROFIT VIHEN YOU HAD

AND NOTHING, NOT AL




WELL BEFORE MORNING 1
WENT TO SEARCH FOR H

1 SEARCHED ALL ABOUT THE HOTEL
FOR WM, BUT T COULDN'T FIND HIM.

1 SEARCHED THE BEACH, AND THEN
TUE WOQDLANDS IN ONE DIRECTION

AND ANOTHER, BUT WITH NO LUCK.

OH? AND
WHAT'S TO FOLLOW?
SOME STULTIFYING
ENDLESS LECTURE?
TELL ME NOW




e wusu vou o >
LoviNG
Yw I WENT OFF AWHILE TO
s

DON'T YOU
SEE WHAT YOU'VE
DONE?




E
WAS GOING TO R/O, WASN'T T, WITH DAVID,
AND WITH LOUIS.... AND A NEW ERA WAS BEGINNING.

HORROR AT THE CORE!

WHAT MORE /S THERE
TO SAY, REALLY?






